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CHARLOT ZAHRA

THE swine flu outbreak in Malta 
took a turn for the worse yester-
day with the confirmation of 15 
new cases of swine flu in the past 
24 hours, mostly concentrated in 
Gozo.

Ten new cases of swine flu were 
confirmed by Tuesday at noon, 
eight in Gozo and two in Malta, all 

involving females of Maltese na-
tionality.

Three new cases were reported 
in Gharb, involving a 38-year-old 
woman and two girls aged eight 
and 10, bringing the total number 
of confirmed cases in this local-
ity to 10 following the celebration 
of the Gharb village feast, which 
sparked the outbreak in Gozo.

Another two cases each were re-
ported in the neighbouring Gozi-

tan villages of Xaghra and Ghasri 
– an 18-year-old woman and a 21-
year-old woman were infected in 
Xaghra, while a 44-year-old wom-
an and an eight-year-old girl were 
reported as infected in Ghasri.

A 17-year-old girl from Sannat 
was also reported as infected with 
swine flu. None of the cases re-
ported in Gozo so far were travel-
related.

The other two cases that were 

confirmed yesterday involved a 24-
year-old woman from Luqa and a 
21-year-old woman from Mosta. In 
both cases, the origins of the infec-
tion still had to be determined.

Three more cases were con-
firmed in Gharb on Monday night 
– three men aged 18 years, 20 years 
and 16 years respectively. As with 
the other cases diagnosed till now 
in Gharb, all of them 
were not travel related.

ECOFIN TO TONIO FENECH:

Ahead of an already tough budget 
next November, Brussels binds 
the Finance Minister to reduce 
the defi cit by 1.7% in two years, 
or face the possibility of further 
procedures - Full story page 3

Control 
deficit by 
next year 
– or else!
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Major Andrew 
Mallia, AFM 
maritime 
commander
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NEXT SUNDAY
MaltaToday’s FREE food and wine 
magazine - see pages 38-39
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TRAPPING
Another deception in the making?

Muscat to take firm 
stand against Micallef
Joseph Muscat has identifi ed a contender to oust Jason Micallef     

Inside Labour Jason Micallef facing opposition

LABOUR leader Joseph Muscat 
is set to support a new contender 
for secretary-general, as rela-
tions with Jason Micallef now 
appear to have broken down.

MaltaToday is reliably in-
formed that Muscat has identi-
fied the candidate who will en-
joy his backing.

Returning back to work after 
a two-week break, Muscat told 
close aides he was ready to take 
Micallef head-on. But it will be 
a different stand to the cautious 
distance he kept back in 2008 

from the contenders for the 
party administration, just after 
he had been elected leader of the 
Labour Party.

Elections for the post of Labour 
secretary-general take place next 
January.

Sources said Micallef had now 
become a “yoke around Muscat’s 
neck”, with the secretary-gener-
al’s antagonism towards Mus-
cat’s handpicked chief executive 
James Piscopo, seen as under-
mining the Labour leader’s au-
thority.

Several incidents have led 
to the worsening of relations, 
the latest being the departure 
of long-serving head of news 
Miriam Dalli from One TV.

Dalli complained of Micallef ’s 
interference in the news bulle-
tin. People close to Dalli told 
MaltaToday she had a “person-
al clash with Micallef.”

“He made her life difficult by 
drawing up reports on the news 
bulletins. She was irked by his 
attitude. She didn’t want to 
leave. It was a hard decision.”

Several incidents have led 
to the worsening of relations, 
the latest being the departure 
of long-serving head of news 
Miriam Dalli from One TV.

Dalli complained of Micallef ’s 
interference in the news bulle-
tin. People close to Dalli told 
MaltaToday she had a “person-

“He made her life difficult by 
drawing up reports on the news 
bulletins. She was irked by his 
attitude. She didn’t want to 
leave. It was a hard decision.”

Joseph Muscat has told aides he will take 
Jason Micalllef (below) “head-on”
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Nice moggy

How could a 
Bengal tiger 
imported into 
Malta, go 
undetected? 
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