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Malta misses opportunity to honour Mike Bongiorno 
RAPHAEL VASSALLO

ITALIAN TV presenter and quiz show 
master Mike Bongiorno died yesterday at 
the age of 85 – two months after the gov-
ernment ignored a proposal to award the 
veteran broadcaster with an Honoris Causa 
from the University of Malta.

The suggestion was made by former tour-
ism minister Joe Grima, who remembers 
being hosted by ‘TeleMike’ on Canale 5 

in the 1980s: “I first met 
Mike Bongiorno in 1986, 
shortly after the Ameri-
cans bombed Libya,” 
Grima recalls. “The 
bombing had an imme-
diate impact on Malta’s 
tourism, with bookings 
dropping to practically 
zero, especially from Italy. We embarked 
on a campaign featuring spots on Canale 5, 
and I was invited as a guest on Bongiorno’s 

programme...”
Grima, himself a 

former television 
presenter, remem-
bers Bongiorno as 
“a professional to 
the hilt”. 

“His programme 
was the beginning 

and end of everything to him, and it was a 
pleasure to see the respect with which he 
treated his guests,” Grima recalls. 

“Very recently I suggested to (tourism 
minister) Mario de Marco that he nomi-
nate Mike Bongiorno for an ‘honorificenza’ 
from Malta, in appreciation of his enormous 
contribution to broadcasting, and knowing 
that these kind of honours were among the 
things Mike valued most at that point in 
his life. As far as I know the proposal was 
passed onto to someone in the ministry, 
and that was the last I heard of it.”
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