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SURVEY

Shopping in the City

Sliema overtaking Valletta among young and affluent

James Debono

A survey on Maltese consump-
tion patterns carried out by
MaltaToday has found middle-
class and younger respondents
are more likely to buy their
clothes from Sliema — as op-
posed to working-class and
older respondents who tend to
buy their clothes from shops in
Valletta.

The survey shows that while
35.5% of the higher-income
brackets (AB and C1) buy
clothes from Sliema, only 17%
of working-class respondents

(C2 and DE) do the same.

And while 37.9% of respond-
ents aged 16-35 buy their
clothes from Valletta, only 12%
of over 55-year-olds do the
same.

While 57% of respondents
do not have a favourite brand,
younger and middle-class re-
spondents tend to prefer brand-
ed products. In fact the per-
centage of respondents without
a favourite brand falls to 36%
among respondents aged un-
der 35, and to just 27.3% among
ABs.

No particular brand domi-
nates the market.
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From which locality do you buy your clothes? (%)

(Totals do not add to 100 as some respondents mentioned more than one locality)

From which localities do you buy your clothes? (%)

AB/C1 C2/DE
Valletta 27.6 29.2
Sliema 35.5 16.9
Paola 6.6 16.9
Hamrun 2.6 6.2
Birkirkara 2.6 7.7
Flea markets 1.3 6.2
By age group (%)
16-34 35-54 55+
Valletta 25. 25.3 28.2
Sliema 37. 23 12.2
Poala 12. 9.2 7.1
Hamrun 6.9 5.7 3.2
B'Kara 5.2 6.9 3.2
Flea Markets 1.7 5 3.8
Do you have a favourite brand of clothes? (%)
16-34 35-54 55+ AB Cl Cc2 DE PE All
No 36 55.7 68 27.3 51.5 52 47.7 64.2 57
Yes 64 443 32 72.7 485 48 52.3 358 43

(AB — managers and professionals, C1 — vocational, clerical and technical jobs, C2 - skilled workers,
DE - unskilled and welfare dependent, PE-pensioners)

The only brand to surpass
the survey’s +/-5.7% margin
of error is Marks and Spencer,
which is the preferred choice of
7.7% of respondents.

Working-class respondents
are also more likely to buy their
clothes from Paola, Hamrun
and Birkirkara. Paola, which
has seen the opening of more

shopping arcades during the
past years, has become more
popular than Hamrun.

4.2% of respondents — mostly
pensioners or working-class
respondents — buy clothes
from the various flea markets
around the island; while an-
other 2% buy their clothes from
the United Kingdom.

Methodology

The survey was conducted between
Tuesday 30 June and Friday 3 July.
487 persons were randomly chosen
from the telephone directory. 300
accepted to be interviewed. The
results were weighed to reflect the
sex and age balance of the popu-
lation. The survey has a margin of
error of +/-5.7%.
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