
Karl Stagno-Navarra

MALTA’S home affairs minister Carm Mifsud Bonnici yesterday 
said Italy’s forced repatriation of 227 migrants to Libya had “brought 
Malta and Italy closer” and even went further to state the two coun-
tries are now working in “perfect tandem”.

Yesterday’s statement marked an unprecedented U-turn in Malta’s 
immigration policy, as Mifsud Bonnici signalled that Malta would 
be working closely with Italy on its forced repatriation of incom-
ing migrant boats to Libya, criticised by the UN and the Vatican, 
amongst others.

But the two countries were engaged in a diplomatic war of words 
at the start of the week, when an Italian blockade refused entry to a 
Maltese patrol boat carrying 66 rescued migrants into Lampedusa 
At first dubbed “disgusting” by Lawrence Gonzi, in retaliation the 
prime minister said Malta would give migrant boats free passage 
to Italy.

But Italy’s policy has now garnered full Maltese support after 
Mifsud Bonnici and Italian counterpart Roberto Maroni spoke on 
the phone on Thursday morning. Mifsud Bonnici has insisted with 
MaltaToday that what was discussed is “not in the public interest.”

   The minister also said that Malta and Italy were now “closer” and 
working in “perfect tandem.”
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