MALTA’S INDEPENDENT VOICE

maitatoday

HOW SAFEIS
SAFE FOOD? J

Sunday, 28 September 2008 -

issue 464 ¢ www.maltatoday.com.mt

SHOCKING:s

‘ 9
e
o

CO
6‘\\ /\&\

Qﬂ° o
ol ~
o P
o '5\\\ .'\\'“,‘:"'J
> \'\\\ : ‘h‘*
» QQ\\\-
<\
E\
\ \-
> o
-3
&
~O S
ISR
K < _\50 f :0\\
O™ o™
2o
S\ oD )
= TR
. 2 g a0
\\@-::.\\f3 R
N ‘-}gﬁ\e’"&_ <
LSRR R =
DRSS

Full story
page 5 »

THE police are investigating the
Mater Dei Dentistry Depart-
ment’s procurement of dental
equipment in a bid to establish
whether there was corruption in
the process.

MaltaToday is informed that
dentistry department officials
and a company importing medi-
cal equipment are under investi-
gation for corruption.

The department had cost €2.4
million to equip, but most of the

equipment is doomed to remain
unused because of the sheer exces-
sive quantities and extravagance.

In fact, the department bought
twice the amount of dental chairs
than there are dentists employed
there. While there are 23 dentists
and six dental hygienists work-
ing at the department, there are
42 dental chairs costing up to
€18,000 each.

Other equipment is also unuti-
lised, as it is related to cosmetic

Police probe dentistry
department corruption

services that are not offered by the
national health service. Elsewhere,
only one of three purchased digit-
al X-ray machines is currently in
use. Sources said the department
is also equipped with one of the
most sophisticated X-ray printers
at Mater Dei, but this has never
been used so far.

Last year, a total of 21,687 clients
used the dental services, and 262
dental patients were admitted to
hospital wards.
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