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After MaltaToday’s revelations

Issued without Lawrence Gonzi's knowledge

JAMES DEBONO
RAPHAEL VASSALLO

THE Office of the Prime Min-
ister yesterday announced it
was backtracking on its order
to Alternattiva Demokratika
secretary-general Victor Galea
to resign his political post if he
wanted to remain employed in
the civil service — just two days
after MaltaToday broke the
news.

Last Sunday, this newspaper
reported that a letter sent from
the Office of the Prime Minister
had instructed the permanent
secretary in the Gozo Ministry
to inform Galea that as a “teach-
er”, he “may not hold the post of
Secretary General of AD.”

Acting upon the OPM’s in-
structions, the Gozo Ministry
duly informed Galea that he
had until last Friday — the Santa
Marija holiday — to decide on
whether he intends to continue
serving as AD’s secretary-gen-
eral.

In a further twist to the story,
the OPM said that the letter to

Victor Galea and two officials
of Alleanza Nazzjonali (see
page 4), were issued without the
knowledge of the Prime Min-
ister or senior OPM officials,
first learning about it when they
received questions from Malta-
Today.

The two AN officials, the vice-
president and treasurer of the
party, have since resigned their
political posts.

A spokesperson for the OPM
yesterday told MaltaToday the
case was prompted by a “bu-
reaucrat who had gone by the
book” in issuing the letter to
Galea.

The spokesperson said the
action had not been mandated
at a political level. “The OPM
ordered that the letter be sus-
pended and for the position to
be reviewed. As you know there
are other people who have po-
sitions in the civil service while
occupying political posts.”

Yesterday, Labour leader
Joseph Muscat also told Malta-
Today he fully supported Galea.

Joseph Muscat asked why Vic-
tor Galea had being singled out,

acknowledging that officials in
his own party are in breach of
the anachronistic code.

“One has to see whether this
is a case of over-zealousness on
the part of some bureaucrat...
what is sure is that there are
other people in Galea’s position
in the PN, the MLP and even
other officials in AD who have
not been told to give up their
jobs,” Muscat told MaltaTo-
day.

Muscat also referred to the
creation of a parallel public
service, composed of minis-
terial secretariats, quangos
and authorities which are
not covered by public serv-
ice regulations. “We cannot
afford to have two paral-
lel services, one guided by
strict regulations preclud-
ing any sort of political ac-
tivity, and another parallel
service which contains no
such regulations.”

Muscat called for a re-
vision of the rules. “We
want a modern and more
liberal soci-

ety where the m
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Dutch inmate dumped by legal aid

RAPHAEL VASSALLO

PERRY Ingumar Toornstra,
the 32-year-old Dutch national
who was allegedly beaten at
the Corradino Correctional

facility (CCF) last week after
attempting to escape, has been
forced to find alternative legal
representation after the lawyer
appointed by the court failed
to show up for his hearing.
Officials at the Dutch em-

bassy vyesterday confirmed
that Toornstra turned to his
country’s diplomatic mission
for help to find another law-
yer, while sources close to CCF
told this newspaper that “this
sort of thing happens all the

time”.

“Lawyers on legal aid are no-
torious for ‘dumping’ their cli-
ents, especially foreigners in
prison,” one prison employee,
who asked to remain anony-
mous, said yesterday. Else-

where, prisoners’ rights watch-
dog Mid-Dlam Ghad-Dawl has
on numerous occasions shed
light on this issue, demanding
areform in the way lawyers are
assigned to clients in deten-
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SIGGIEWI. ref.25980. 100 sq mts. SPECIAL
OFFER. Buy a new luxury apartment in a small
block of 6, with only Lm500 (Eur1,165) Deposit

= and Lm180 (Eur419) monthly payments. Situated
off the main Piazza, finishes include hydraulic lifts,
wooden doors, ceramic floors, gypsum, luxury
bathrooms, walls with 2 coats white finishing, Alu-
minium Apertures and Balconies, Front Double-
Glazed glass, Hot and Cold Water installation
throughout [incl 500 Itr water tank], 20 Electric
Points, incl. TV, Cooker Unit, Air-Conditioning

and Telephone Points. After 2 years and contract,
repayment goes up to circa Lm200 (Eur465) per
month via a Bank loan, if you are under 25 years
old (which we can help arrange for you).

Call on 23880055 or 79293929.
Price: €116,236. (Lm49,900)
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