
mid
week

PAMELA HANSEN PG12 RENO BORG PG13 SAVIOUR BALZAN PG14 SPORTS PG20-23

maltatoday

N
ew

sp
ap

er
 p

os
t

Vella ‘said 
the truth’ 
on Abela

PM’s commitments to Armier squatters 
not binding on MEPA
JAMES DEBONO

Government is insisting that 
as owner of the public land in 
Armier it has “every right to 
consult” with the Malta Envi-
ronment and Planning Author-
ity (MEPA) on the pending per-
mits aimed at regularising the 

community of boathouse squat-
ters there.

Last Sunday MaltaToday re-
vealed that just 19 days before 
the election and five days after 
announcing he would take re-
sponsibility over MEPA to re-
dress the country’s environmen-
tal deficit, Lawrence Gonzi had 
written to Armier’s squatters to 

inform them none of the struc-
tures built before 1992 would 
be removed; and that within 
six months of being elected the 
government will consult with 
MEPA on the “issue of relevant 
permits.”

But a spokesperson for the 
OPM told MaltaToday that 
MEPA was not 

JULIA FARRUGIA

OPPOSITION leader Alfred 
Sant yesterday broke his media 
silence for the first time since he 
resigned the day after the gener-
al elections, to reveal that lead-
ership contender George Abela 
was not saying the truth with his 
claims that Labour had planned 
a U-turn on European Union 
membership back in 1997.

In an exclusive comment to 
MaltaToday, Sant simply said 
that “the correct version is that 
of George Vella”, referring to 
the latter’s comments last week 
over Abela’s claims that internal 
discussions had taken place “to 
remove the EU freeze”.

Then foreign minister, Vella 
slammed Abela over his claims 
that Sant had drawn up a posi-
tion paper to start discussions 
with the PN in a bid to lead to 
convergence on EU member-
ship.

“This is not true. I don’t know 
of any position paper and never 
participated in any discussion to 
change the Labour Party’s policy 
in relation with the EU.”

Asked directly whether he was 
involved in any position paper in 
this regard, Alfred Sant yester-
day said he had no further com-
ments other than that “George 
Vella’s version is the correct 
one.”

In an interview with sister pa-

per Illum last Sunday, George 
Vella categorically denied that 
in 1997 or the year after there 
was ever a plan to change La-
bour’s policy on EU member-
ship – a year after it had frozen 
the membership application 
soon after its re-election.

“There were no internal discus-
sions, neither at Cabinet level, 
nor on a leadership, administra-
tive, executive or parliamentary 
group level, in order to get out 
Malta’s EU application from the 
freeze,” Vella said.

Official records of 1 and 2 
April 1998 from a joint EU-
Malta parliamentary committee 
in Strasbourg, where former fi-
nance minister Lino Spiteri was 
co-chairman of the committee, 
also never stated that Labour in-
tended changing its position on 
EU membership.

On 15 October 
2007, during a par-
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The inimitable Roberto Benigni was yesterday conferred an 
honoris causa by the University of Malta. The Italian comic, 
actor and fi lm director did not fail to lighten the solemnity of the 
ceremony after he gave none other than the President of Malta a 
bear-hug and knelt at his feet in a send-up of the ceremony
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