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Landslide at 
Santa Marija 
Estate - full 
story

€0.56/24c

Internal & external plastering and interior & exterior decorations

Radisson SAS Golden Sands Resort & Spa

Swieqi Apartments

Supplies of fire retardant cubicle 
curtain track systems for hotels 
and hospitals both locally and 
abroad. A vast selection of different 
patterns and colours available for 
childrens’ wards and nurseries

Solar Shading Components

Handrails
Corner protections

BT1, BT2, Bulebel Industrial Estate, Malta 18, 
Cardinal Sciberras Street, Qormi

Tel: 21 486597 / 21 693633 Fax: 21 691796
Mob: 9945 3147, 9949 2749

E-mail: k3paints@global.net.mt
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Security fears plague 
electoral office
Building targeted by thieves and vandals
Karl Schembri

Security at the electoral com-
mission’s office is vulnerable to 
serious flaws just as the country 
is gearing up for a general elec-
tion, as the building has become 
the target of persistent thefts 
and acts of vandalism over the 
last months.

MaltaToday can reveal that a 

spate of criminal acts have re-
mained unsolved over the past 
months. Although they are ad-
mittedly petty crimes, they ex-
pose worrying implications of 
the glaring lack of security sur-
rounding the centre that will be 
coordinating this year’s elec-
tion.

Situated in the Evans Building 
in Valletta, this newspaper has 
confirmed that until last week, 

a spate of robberies and acts of 
vandalism have taken place as 
the situation is seriously worry-
ing staff working there, who are 
continuously ending up as sus-
pects in inquiries that are being 
kept an internal affair.

The latest act to plague the 
widely visited building undetec-
ted and unreported to the police 
was the smashing of the frame 
with the official photo of Presi-

dent Eddie Fenech Adami that is 
found in all government depart-
ments. The frame was found 
smashed over the last weekend.

The most recent theft hap-
pened on Thursday 27 Decem-
ber when a female employee 
found her purse missing from 
her handbag which she left in 
her office while she went smok-
ing in the designated room.

Confidential 
medical 
information on 
Sant purposely 
leaked to press
Alfred Sant’s closest lieu-
tenants are livid that private 
medical information related to 
the Opposition leader’s serious 
condition was leaked to indi-
viduals in the press.

Labour sources told MaltaTo-
day they were confronted with 
precise and confidential infor-
mation related to the Labour 
leader’s state of health by a jour-
nalist. The sources told Mal-
taToday that they have strong 
suspicions of who from inside 
Mater Dei was behind the leak, 
but that it would be close to im-
possible to confirm.

“When I was faced with this 
confidential and personal in-
formation by a journalist, I 
could only think of how some-
one could stoop so low.”

A very senior Labour source 
confirmed that 

the informa-
tion was not 

as yet pub-
lished but 
he would 
not be 
too sur-
prised if 
it was.
W h e n 

it was 
p o i n t e d 
out that 

such in-
f o r m a -

tion could be relevant consid-
ering the status of the person 
in question – Sant – the same 
source said: “This is Malta and 
you cannot simply ignore the 
privacy and the sentiments of 
his family. And since when have 
we started discussing the state 
of health of public people in the 
local press?”

Last Sunday, the Sunday 
Times chose to part with tradi-
tion and enter into the details 
of Sant’s operation. The Sun-
day newspaper went as so far as 
to declare the growth that was 
removed from Sant as having 
been malignant, and therefore 
cancerous.

Later this week, surgeon Prof. 
Anthony Zammit who oper-
ated on Dr Sant stated that the 
Labour chief would be in a po-
sition to address the party con-
ference planned for the end of 
January.

The Sunday Times’ revelation 
pushed close family members 
of Alfred Sant into a panic and 
a fury. “The same yardstick was 
not used when Fenech Adami 
was operated on two separate 
occasions, but then what do you 
expect? Take a look at the press 
statements of the day,” Malta-
Today was told.

On Friday, Alfred Sant was 
discharged from hospital. He is 
expected to spend weeks conva-
lescing at home. But Labour in-

siders are still expecting him 
to address the MLP gen-

eral conference in three 
weeks’ time.

Gonzi proves 
Jeremiahs wrong
It was a gamble that paid divi-
dends. Lawrence Gonzi’s deci-
sion to have the ambitious euro 
changeover set for January 1, 
2008 had been strongly discour-
aged by some Cabinet ministers, 
MaltaToday has learnt.

Ironically, in his regular ar-
ticle written in The Times last 
Wednesday by Alfred Sant, prob-
ably penned prior to his medical 
operation at Mater Dei, the Op-
position leader continued to 
question the timing for 
the introduction of 
the euro.

However, Gonzi 
chose to ignore 
his ministers’ 
doomsday talk 
to instead get 
on with the in-
troduction of 
the euro.

Today Malta is one of 13 Euro-
pean nations to have the euro as 
their national currency.  

And apart from the glitch that 
saw the Prime Minister himself 
being refused euros from an 
ATM on the night of the change-
over in full glare of the press, the 
euro changeover has been unu-
sually smooth.

Most shops were trading in 
euros, and many seem to have 

taken the change in cur-
rency – the second 

in four decades – 
in their stride. 
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