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Budget
planned for
8 October

AN early budget — one of the
earliest ever — is being planned
for the 8 October, government
sources told MaltaToday, but a
series of consultative meetings
will need to be held before con-
firmation of the date.

The early budget is meant to
initiate the Opposition into be-
lieving that a November election
is imminent. The Nationalist
machine, captained by secre-
tary-general Joe Saliba, is hoping
an early run for the election bat-
tlefields may leave Labour gasp-
ing for breath.

Labour has been primed for the
electoral race for the past year
now, enjoying constant highs
as they capitalised on political
scandals and corruption in de-
partments and ministries, bun-
gling bureaucrats, and the usual
missives over governance and
economic stewardship.

With an election just round
the corner, there is no doubt the
forthcoming budget is all about
pleasing people’s pockets. With
this trump card in hand, an early
budget can send Labour onto a
premature offensive, sensing an
election is in the offing.

While Gonzi plays for time, a
positive budget may neutralise
Labour’s electioneering arse-
nal. By the time Gonzi calls the
election, the post-budget effect,
the Christmas festivities, the
celebrations for the accession to
the Eurozone and the final mi-
gration into Mater Dei hospital
would have been massaged into
the people’s psyche.

Labour’s false start will then
have to contend with the Nation-
alists’ reversal of fortunes, who
would call an election in rosier
times.

The budget gamble — see page 9

The __
crucifix,
Sant and

Gonzi

KARL SCHEMBRI

IT’S the way of the cross again
for Alfred Sant as the Nation-
alist Party puts the Opposi-
tion leader’s personal religious
beliefs under the spotlight in
highlighting his “refusal to kiss
the crucifix when taking an
oath”.

Last Wednesday, Sant ap-
peared in court in a libel case
instituted against him by Wa-
ter Services chairman Michael
Falzon but the news item that

caught the National-

ist media’s attention

PN closes the

JAMES DEBONO

A SURVEY conducted by Mal-
taToday in the aftermath of
last Thursday mass party ac-
tivities which inaugurated the
electoral campaign the two big
parties are practically neck to
neck with the PN enjoying a
slight 0.4% advantage over the
MLP.

The survey follows a poor per-
formance by Opposition Lead-
er Alfred Sant when addressing
a crowd in Birzebbugia which
sharply contrasted with an up-
beat speech by Prime Minister
Lawrence Gonzi at the Grana-
ries on the same night.

In what is turning out to be
a Presidential-style election,
respondents were asked who
they would prefer as their
Prime Minister after the next
election. The respondents
expressed a clear preference
for Prime Minister Lawrence
Gonzi.
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While 34 per cent preferred
Gonzi, only 22 per cent pre-
ferred Alfred Sant. But a sub-
stantial 44 per cent still cannot
choose between the two party
leaders.

In June, Sant was the pre-
ferred choice of 32.7 per cent of
respondents while Gonzi was
chosen by 36 per cent. While
Gonzi remains more popu-
lar than his own party, Alfred
Sant emerges from the survey
as less popular than his own
party.

Significantly Gonzi enjoys
greater appeal among unde-
clared voters.

While Gonzi is the preferred
choice of 20 per cent of unde-
cided voters and those who
would not vote in a forthcom-
ing election, Sant only enjoys
the support of seven per cent
among this category of voters.

Respondents now consider
the prospect of a PN victory as
more likely than they did just
three months ago — an indi-

cation that the party’s
campaign is back on
track.

Back in June,
only 17 per
cent believed
that the PN
could win
the next
election.
Three
months
later,
that
propor-
tion has
grown to
24.6  per
cent. On the
other  hand
those believing
in a Labour victory
have declined from 33.7
per cent in June to 25 per cent
this week.

But despite Gonzi’s popu-
larity, the governing party
failed to gain any additional
support in the past three
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weeks and

the very slight

advantage it enjoys

derives from a five per cent

drop in Labour support. One

should also note that the PN’s

advantage falls within the
survey’s margin of

error.

THE SECRET AGREEMENT WITH JOE SALIBA - SEE PAGE 15

Brussels stirred by EU Ombudsman ruling

European Ombudsman P. Nikiforos Diamandouros

IN a historic first for a Maltese news-
paper, the European Ombudsman on
Tuesday recognised MaltaToday’s right
to access to data detailing the allowances
received by Malta’s five MEPs.

Ombudsman P. Nikiforos Diaman-
douros said the European Parliament’s
refusal to grant the newspaper access
constituted maladministration and that
MEPs have to be aware of the public in-
terest in their use of public funds.

Typically for Malta, although the deci-
sion was splashed on several news bulle-
tins including Euronews, no local TV sta-
tion or newspaper deemed it fit to report
the news, save for The Times.

Almost two years after submitting
his complaint, Matthew Vella, editor of
MaltaToday’s Wednesday edition, will
be awaiting a decision by the European
Parliament to grant this newspaper ac-
cess to the payments — daily allowances,
assistants’ salaries and travel allowances
— paid to Malta’s five MEPs after it was
refused access back in August 2005.

The Ombudsman’s decision has far-
reaching ramifications on the spending
trail of 785 European parliamentarians
and comes at a time when more transpar-
ency and accountability is being called

upon the parliament.
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