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Gozo: the end angered crib

JAMES DEBONO

WHILE becoming politically
more adventurous, with the
Green Party emerging as a
small third hill between the
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two mountains dominating
the Gozitan political land-
scape, patronage networks
and traditional values remain
as strong as ever in this bas-
tion of traditionalism.

Pope Benedict XVI would
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feel very much at home in an
island which resists divorce
and same sex marriages, even
if there is a greater openness
towards secular values among
those under 34 years of age.

But while Gozo remains

a crib of traditional values,
Gozitans are now yearning
for the pristine environment
of yesterday.

Significantly, a majority of
Gozitans have lost their awe
for mega development

Have you ever received a favour in exchange of your
vote?

Yes

projects, which promised a
trickle down effect benefiting
the various strata of Gozi-
tan society.

island
networks

Do you trust Minister Giovanna

Debono?

Yes
No
Not so much
Don't know
No reply

How widespread is corruption in Gozo?

Very widespread

There is some corruption
There is no corruption
Don't know

How widespread is corruption in the whole

country?

Gozitans

Very widespread

58.7

There is some corruption

28.7

There is no corruption
7.6

Don't know

Gozitans

Back in the 1990s, when the
boom was in full swing, Gozi-
tans expressed little sympa-
thy for Maltese environmen-
talists who were derided for
wanting to maintain Gozo as
a “presepju” (crib).

Nowadays Gozitans seem
to have rediscovered a love
for the land which seemed all
but lost amid the building and
touristic boom in the 1990s.
Significantly, the Gozitan
green renaissance comes at a

Gozitans tend to be-
lieve that corruption is
more widespread in Mal-
ta as a whole than in Gozo
in particular. While 39
per cent think that corrup-
tion is widespread in Gozo,

59 per cent think that cor-
ruption is widespread in the
country as a whole.

Gozitans also tend to believe
that there is less corruption in
the country than the Maltese as
a whole.

In a survey conducted last
month only 0.7 per cent of Mal-
tese and Gozitan respondents re-
plied that there is no corruption in
the country. But eight per cent of
Gozitans believe that there is no co
corruption in the country and a fur-
ther 10 per cent are blind to corrup-
tion in Gozo.

Yet the impression that Gozo is less
corrupt than Malta is contradicted by
data showing that 12 per cent of Gozi-
tans have received favours in exchange
for votes.

Only 2.7 per cent of respondents in the
country as a whole openly admit to receiv-
ing favours in exchange of votes.

Politically committed Gozitan voters are
more likely to have received favour in return
for votes. Twenty per cent of voters for either
party claim to have received favours in ex-
change for votes.

The survey indicates that Maltese and Gozi-
tans perceive corruption differently. Small is-
land inhabitants all over the world tend to rely
on patronage networks to get access to resources.
Behaviour which is tantamount to corruption in
larger communities could be seen as a way of life
in smaller communities.

Gozo Minister Giovanna Debono, often accused
of political patronage, still enjoys the trust of the
absolute majority of Gozitan respondents. She even
manages to win the trust of 16 per cent of Labour
respondents. Only 6.5 per cent of Nationalist voters
distrust Giovanna Debono.

time of economic crisis where
employment emerges as the
greatest concern for Gozi-
tans.

Still, despite the primacy of
bread and butter issues and
the hunger for jobs, Gozitans

do not perceive mega develop-
ment projects as a panacea for
the prevailing economic ills.
Projects in Ramla 1-Hamra,
Ta’Cenc and Hondoq ir-Rum-
mien are all rejected by a ma-
jority of Gozitan respondents.

This scepticism could be a
response to the transforma-
tion of a number of main ho-
tels in to blocks of apartments
during the past few years.
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