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Sant chooses silence over
tax evasion revelations

Kun Sanzong

MALTA LABOUR Party leader
Alfred Sant seems to be unper-
turbed by darming revelations
thie Party was implicated in tax eva-

spoin i ihe payment of ibs employeses
for the financinl years ending 30
Jume 2002 and 2003,

Sant chose wol 0 comment when
confronted by MaltaToday with the
allegations made in an awditor s

report tat was sent 0 then-MLP
secretary gencrl limmy Magro in
November of last vear. The “man-
agement letter was drawn up by the
Pty 5 mislitors Ermst & Young, and
stated that “not all remoneration

prid to full-timers amd pan-timers is
being declared for tax purposes,”
The revelations were published for
the first time by MafaToday last
wieek amd the management letber
also implicates the Malta Labour

Party im not exercising intzmal con
trol owver the collection of Party
funds, Tt states that funds collectied
by MLF wolunteers years ago
remunn wncollected,

Continwes on page 10
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Victony: Mal!a'ﬁ high ﬂ',rlrE; rugly team {in white) defeated Serbia-Montenegro in its first game of ihe
vis|

Eurcpaan MNations Cup

on 3A, yesterday.

Photo by Stephan Gatt

Maithew Vella

THE POLITICAL landscape will
sy hove s mew kil o the Block
after long-standing advocates for
the introduction of divorce, Emmy
Bezzing and John Zamimit, are szt
tor Fomm a mew peaditical party.

In comments o MalteToday,
lawyer and former Labour candi-
date Emmy Bezzina said the party
wilild focus on an agenda bassd on
thi= mtrocducteon ol divoree, iy
rights, abortion. cohabitation. ille-
ptiimate children, and “the constant
interfere=nee of the local Chilolic
Curia on sensitive issues such as
marTiage annulments.”

Emmy’s anti-clerical
party in the offing

Bezzina  sapd  he would be
anpouncing the name of the party
shortly in a press conference, The
sole two candidates, Beieina and
Famrmn, smidl they :I'||r\|_':I|:|:| hase W
team of volunteers and financial
backers supporting the party,

“If we generale & positive
response in the forthooming elec
tions, we are not roling oot a long-
term campaign based on the nation-
al elections,” Bezzina said. who
alomg with John Zammil, kas been
thie !'lgurl,'l"u,':u.‘l Tor the Nan s “I‘:h!'\;
Associgtion and the Divorce Move-
el

Cantimues ou page 11

Health authorities
give Blue Pain Relief
ads thumbs down

Kad Schambri

ON TELEVISION, he makes it
sound like a mirachk cure -
instant reliel from rheumatiom,
arthritis, sciatica, leg cramps,
sports injurics, infections - all
from & Lm0 bottle of blue jelly.
For the Department of Public
Health, however, *Blue PFain
Reliel s just one of thoes prasd-
ucts making unanthorised health
claims that have o be banncd
fronm TV commwrcials,

The *wonder gel ks ot cortilied
as a medicinal by the health
authorities.

The decision bo ban the adveris
wias faken a month ago and circu-
lated to all TV and radio stations
through e Broadcasting
Authority after months of unlicl-
tered advertising featuring the
famous importer himself, Syrian
natisnal Midal Binni, promoling
the so-called *Made in Amcrica
products,

Referring to commercials pro-
miding Bloe Fain Heliel amd

three ofher cremms which alleged-
Iy cure psoriasis, cezcma amnd
haemorrheids, the public health
department warned the hrosadd-
caslimg aulhority that these were
making unauthorised “health
claims™ and therefore could not
b lroadensi.

Acting on the department s
information, BA Chicl Executive
Kevin Aquiling sent a letter to all
brogideasting  stulions on 16
March to stop the commercials,

“Please ensure that the prod-
wels ol * Wb in Ameris are nol
adveriised ondil the necessary
awthorisation is obtained from
the Department of Public
Henlih,™ b wrode,

An ifficial at the public health
department confirmed the b,

“Those commercials were mak-
ing health claims withood @ per-
mit 5o we had to stop them,” the
official told MaltaTodey, adding
that the ban doees ool apply (o
other Made in America prodocts
which are marketed for cosmetic
HAREE,
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