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M
a

n
fre

 – 3
 S

e
p

-
te

m
b

e
r 1

9
8

1
Lino M

anfre, a p
artner in the

accounting
 firm

 D
iam

antino M
anfre

d
ies in m

ysterious circum
stances at

S
t Luke’s H

osp
ital. S

antaVenera
accountant Lino C

auchi w
orked

 for
D

iam
antino M

anfre p
rior to op

ening
up

 shop
 on his ow

n. A
fter M

anfre’s
d

eath C
auchi raises his life insurance

p
olicy.
C

lients of the accounting
 firm

includ
e hig

h p
rofile ind

ivid
uals and

shad
y characters in the Lab

our P
arty. 

B
o

m
b

 th
re

a
t – 2

2
S

e
p

te
m

b
e

r 1
9

8
1

D
uring

 a storm
y m

eeting
 w

ith land
d

ealers V
ictor B

alzan and
 Joe B

org
,

P
iju C

am
illeri W

orks M
anag

er und
er

M
inister Lorry S

ant, loses his tem
p

er
and

 threatens B
org

 w
ith a b

om
b

 after
creating

 ob
stacles for land

 to b
e

transferred
 free of charg

e to C
am

illeri.
This threat cond

itions B
org

’s future
d

ecisions to transfer land
 to C

am
illeri.

S
a

n
 G

w
a

n
n

 - 2
3

S
e

p
te

m
b

e
r 1

9
8

1
Joe B

org
, V

ictor B
alzan and

 P
iju

C
am

illeri m
eet at N

otary Josep
h

H
enry S

ayd
on to sig

n a contract
transfering

 tracts of land
 in S

afi and
S

an G
w

ann to P
iju C

am
illeri for w

hich
no m

oney w
as p

aid
.

J
o

e
 C

a
m

ille
ri – 6

N
o

ve
m

b
e

r 1
9

8
1

A
 d

eed
 is sig

ned
 b

y w
hich a certain

W
inston C

arb
one transfers p

rop
erty to

form
er D

om
 M

intoff p
rivate secretary

Joe C
am

illeri in exchang
e for b

uild
ing

p
erm

its. O
n contract the d

eal is val-
ued

 at LM
10,000 b

ut C
arb

one d
oes

not g
et a cent from

 that am
ount.

G
h

a
x

a
q

 – 2
D

e
c

e
m

b
e

r, 1
9

8
1

Joe B
org

 and
 V

ictor B
alzan transfer

49 p
lots of land

 in G
haxaq

 to P
iju

C
am

illeri’s com
p

any Tor Ltd
 in return

for b
uild

ing
 p

erm
its in the area. O

n
contract the p

lots are valued
 at

Lm
15,500 b

ut the am
ount is never

p
aid

 to B
org

 and
 B

alzan.

S
to

rm
y – 8

D
e

c
e

m
b

e
r 1

9
8

1
A

t a m
eeting

 in Joe P
ace’s office

Joe B
org

 is forced
 to transfer 22 p

lots
of land

 in Fg
ura to P

iju C
am

illeri.
H

ow
ever, P

iju C
am

illeri insists that Joe
P

ace should
 ap

p
ear on the final d

eed
in his steed

. D
uring

 the sam
e m

eeting

a p
rivate ag

reem
ent d

rafted
 b

y Lino
C

auchi is sig
ned

 b
etw

een P
iju C

am
il-

leri and
 Joe B

org
. The ag

reem
ent

held
 b

y C
auchi states that P

iju C
am

il-
leri w

ill transfer 30 p
lots b

ack to Joe
B

org
 and

 V
ictor B

alzan and
 in return

B
org

 w
ill d

rop
 a court case instituted

ag
ainst C

am
illeri. The ag

reem
ent is

never honoured
 b

ecause it g
oes

m
issing

 w
hen C

auchi d
isap

p
ears.

G
e

n
e

ra
l e

le
c

tio
n

 –
1

2
 D

e
c

e
m

b
e

r
1

9
8

1
G

eneral election is held
. The Lab

our
P

arty is returned
 to p

ow
er d

esp
ite not

having
 an ab

solute m
ajority of votes

b
ut m

anag
es to secure a m

ajority of
seats. A

lthoug
h leg

ally the Lab
our

P
arty is correct to assum

e p
ow

er, the
situation creates im

m
ense p

olitical
tension that lasts for the next five
years.

V
a

n
ish

 – 1
5

 F
e

b
ru

-
a

ry 1
9

8
2

Lino C
auchi from

 S
anta Venera d

is-
ap

p
ears m

ysteriously. H
e d

oes not
return hom

e after w
ork.

IR
D

 o
ffic

ia
l – 1

6
F

e
b

ru
a

ry 1
9

8
2

A
n Inland

 R
evenue official, C

harles
Z

am
m

it w
ho is also an acq

uaintance
of the C

auchi fam
ily, visits A

nna
C

auchi at hom
e req

uesting
 her to

g
ive him

 a b
ox of im

p
ortant files.

Z
am

m
it is acting

 on ord
ers g

iven to
him

 b
y another IR

D
 official M

r
M

icallef, know
n as Il-M

ulej. A
nna

C
auchi yield

s to the d
em

and
 d

esp
ite

know
ing

 that her husb
and

 d
id

 not
w

ant anyb
od

y to touch those files.

B
rie

fc
a

se
 – 1

7
F

e
b

ru
a

ry 1
9

8
2

Lino C
auchi’s b

riefcase is found
ab

and
oned

 and
 forced

 op
en in the

vicinity of C
had

w
ick Lakes. It is

em
p

ty.

D
u

n
 F

a
lzo

n
 –

M
a

rc
h

 1
9

8
2

D
un Joe Falzon, Lino C

auchi’s sp
iri-

tual and
 p

ersonal confid
ante, sug

-
g

ests to M
r C

auchi’s relatives to look
for his b

od
y in the reservoirs of S

t
Venera. H

e ad
m

its to b
eing

 threat-
ened

 and
 som

e 15 d
ays after Lino

C
auchi’s d

isap
p

earance stop
s visiting

the C
auchi fam

ily.

A
n

n
a

 – F
e

b
ru

a
ry

1
9

8
3

A
nna C

auchi is throw
n in a cell at

the p
olice d

ep
ot and

 interrog
ated

 b
y

investig
ating

 officers. S
he is released

after a few
 hours and

 is never
charg

ed
 or accused

 of a crim
e.

B
o

m
b

 B
o

rg
 – 3

0
S

e
p

te
m

b
e

r 1
9

8
3

A
 b

om
b

 exp
lod

es on the d
oorstep

of Joe B
org

’s house in S
w

ieq
i. The

culp
rits are never caug

ht.

M
u

m
e

n
t - 1

0
 J

u
n

e
1

9
8

4
Il-M

um
ent rep

orts that in less than
tw

o years P
iju C

am
illeri, w

ho w
orks as

a W
orks m

anag
er w

ith the P
ub

lic
W

orks D
ep

artm
ent und

er Lorry S
ant,

b
oug

ht Lm
250,000 w

orth of p
rop

erty.

V
ic

to
r B

a
lza

n
 M

id
M

e
d

 - 0
2

 O
c

to
b

e
r

1
9

8
5

V
ictor B

alzan req
uests an overd

raft
w

orth Lm
100,000 from

 M
id

 M
ed

 B
ank,

w
hich he g

ets after intervention from
b

ank d
irector Joe C

am
illeri. S

ub
se-

q
uently B

alzan flaunts the cond
itions

attached
 to the overd

raft facility w
ith

im
p

unity.

B
o

d
y p

a
rts – 1

5
N

o
ve

m
b

e
r 1

9
8

5
H

um
an b

od
y p

arts b
rutally saw

n off
and

 w
rap

p
ed

 in b
lack p

lastic b
ag

s
are d

iscovered
 in a w

ell in an area
know

n as Il-B
osk at B

uskett.

E
le

c
tio

n
 – 0

9
 M

a
y

1
9

8
7

G
eneral election is held

 and
 N

ation-
alist P

arty is d
eclared

 w
inner.

Id
e

n
tify – 3

 M
a

y
1

9
8

8
N

ew
sp

ap
er rep

orts say that A
us-

tralian exp
ert has id

entified
 the

rem
ains found

 in B
uskett as Lino

C
auchi’s. M

ag
istrate’s rep

ort not out
yet.

M
L

P
 – J

a
n

u
a

ry
1

9
8

9
The Lab

our P
arty g

eneral confer-
ence susp

end
s P

iju C
am

illeri, V
ictor

B
alzan and

 Joe C
am

illeri from
 all

p
arty activities after serious alleg

a-
tions of corrup

tion d
uring

 the eig
hties.

C
o

n
firm

e
d

 – 2
0

M
a

rc
h

 1
9

8
9

M
ag

istrate D
avid

 S
cicluna’s rep

ort
on the id

entification of the b
od

y p
arts

is conclud
ed

. Lino C
auchi w

as killed
b

y b
low

s to the head
 w

ith a m
allet

that w
as found

 in the sam
e w

ell.

F
u

n
e

ra
l – 2

4
 A

p
ril

1
9

8
9

Lino C
auchi’s funeral takes p

lace at
H

am
run.

In
q

u
iry – J

u
ly

1
9

8
9

A
ttorney G

eneral asks M
ag

istrate
S

cicluna to continue w
ith the inq

uiry
into the d

isap
p

earance and
 m

urd
er of

Lino C
auchi.

A
n

a
sta

si – O
c

to
-

b
e

r 1
9

8
9

P
rim

e M
inister E

d
d

ie Fenech A
d

am
i

entrusts retired
 Jud

g
e A

nastasi w
ith

the investig
ation into claim

s of irreg
u-

larities at M
id

 M
ed

 B
ank b

efore 1987.

C
o

rru
p

tio
n

 -
M

a
rc

h
 1

9
9

0
The P

erm
anent C

om
m

ission A
g

ainst
C

orrup
tion p

ub
lishes its rep

ort on
w

id
esp

read
 corrup

tion involving
 scan-

d
alous land

 d
eals in the eig

hties. The
rep

ort im
p

licates form
er M

inister Lorry
S

ant, P
iju C

am
illeri, form

er D
om

M
intoff p

ersonal assistant Joe C
am

il-
leri, Joe P

ace of M
ag

ic K
iosk and

b
usinessm

an V
ictor B

alzan.

C
o

u
rt - S

e
p

te
m

b
e

r
1

9
9

0
P

olice file corrup
tion charg

es
ag

ainst Lorry S
ant, P

iju C
am

illeri, V
ic-

tor B
alzan, Joe C

am
illeri, Joe P

ace
and

 G
anni C

am
illeri. Lorry S

ant and
P

iju C
am

illeri are also charg
ed

 w
ith

ab
using

 their p
ub

lic p
ost.

P
re

sc
rip

tio
n

 – M
a

y
1

9
9

1
D

uring
 the com

p
ilation of evid

ence
ag

ainst the six accused
 of corrup

tion
M

ag
istrate C

arol P
eralta throw

s the
cases out, d

ecreeing
 that they w

ere
p

rescrib
ed

 b
y law

. 

A
n

a
sta

si 2
 - 2

6
J

u
n

e
 1

9
9

1
Jud

g
e A

nastasi conclud
es first

rep
ort on the M

id
 M

ed
 scand

al.

F
o

rm
o

sa
 – 2

4
O

c
to

b
e

r 1
9

9
1

A
n exp

losion on the cruise ship
 La

Valletta in M
anoel Island

 claim
s the

life of b
usinessm

an P
hilip

 Form
osa.

The b
oat is b

elieved
 to have b

een
b

oob
y-trap

p
ed

 w
ith liq

uefied
 p

etrole-

m
altatoday
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m
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um
 g

as. M
r Form

osa is know
n to have

had
 links w

ith M
azzara d

el Vallo in
S

icily.

E
vid

e
n

c
e

 – 1
9

9
2

Lino C
auchi’s nam

e crop
s up

 in a
court case instituted

 b
y Joe B

org
ag

ainst Joe P
ace of M

ag
ic K

iosk over
the illicit transfer of land

. C
auchi is

id
entified

 as P
iju C

am
illeri’s accoun-

tant.

A
n

a
sta

si 3
 - 9

N
o

ve
m

b
e

r 1
9

9
3

P
rim

e M
inister E

d
d

ie Fenech A
d

am
i

lays the A
nastasi volum

inous rep
orts

on the tab
le of the H

ouse of R
ep

re-
sentatives. Jud

g
e A

nastasi im
p

licates
form

er Lab
our P

arty m
inisters and

other M
LP

 sym
p

athisers in irreg
ular

and
 ab

usive loans from
 M

id
 M

ed
B

ank w
hen form

er M
LP

 cand
id

ate
Josep

h B
uttig

ieg
 w

as the b
ank’s

chairm
an. D

esp
ite d

am
ning

 evid
ence

nob
od

y is b
roug

ht to justice.

M
a

fia
 - 1

9
9

4
Italian secret service officials record

a m
eeting

 b
etw

een V
ictor B

alzan and
tw

o S
icilian m

afia b
osses in M

azara
d

el Vallo. They d
iscuss the creation of

a m
eg

a casino at M
anoel Island

,
w

hich never m
aterialises after the

arrest of the tw
o S

icilians.

D
e

n
ia

l – 7
 A

p
ril

1
9

9
4

In a lib
el case ag

ainst Il-G
ens ed

itor
C

arm
el A

ttard
, w

ith tears in his eyes
P

iju C
am

illeri d
enies any connection

w
ith the m

urd
ered

 Lino C
auchi.

B
o

m
b

 P
a

c
e

 – 6
M

a
rc

h
 1

9
9

5
A

 b
om

b
 exp

lod
es outsid

e the m
ain

entrance of a b
lock of flats in S

liem
a

w
here Joe P

ace lives.

M
L

P
-S

a
n

t - 2
4

A
p

ril 1
9

9
5

Lab
our lead

er A
lfred

 S
ant w

ithd
raw

s
the p

arty susp
ension im

p
osed

 on for-
m

er m
inister Lorry S

ant ow
ing

 to
health reasons.

S
a

n
t d

ie
s – 5

O
c

to
b

e
r 1

9
9

5
Form

er m
inister Lorry S

ant p
asses

aw
ay.

M
a

g
ic

 K
io

sk
 b

o
m

b
- 3

1
 J

a
n

u
a

ry 1
9

9
6

A
 p

ow
erful b

om
b

 d
estroys the

M
ag

ic K
iosk in S

liem
a b

elong
ing

 to

Joe P
ace. P

iju C
am

illeri is q
uestioned

b
y p

olice over the incid
ent b

ut no
arrests are m

ad
e.

C
o

n
c

lu
d

e
 – O

c
to

-
b

e
r 1

9
9

6
M

ag
istrate S

cicluna conclud
es

inq
uiry rep

ort into the m
urd

er of Lino
C

auchi.

In
q

u
iry 2

 - J
a

n
u

-
a

ry 1
9

9
7

A
G

 returns Lino C
auchi inq

uiry to
M

ag
istrate S

cicluna

In
q

u
iry 3

 – M
a

y
1

9
9

7
M

ag
istrate returns inq

uiry b
ack to

A
G

B
a

lza
n

 N
a

zzjo
n

 –
A

p
ril 1

9
9

8
V

ictor B
alzan m

ysteriously d
rop

s
lib

el p
roceed

ing
s initiated

 a year ear-
lier ag

ainst In-N
azzjon over the p

ub
li-

cation of alleg
ations that link B

alzan
w

ith the S
icilian m

afia.

P
M

 – J
u

ly 2
0

0
1

P
rim

e M
inister E

d
d

ie Fenech A
d

am
i

encourag
es p

olice force to continue
investig

ating
 the unsolved

 p
olitical

m
urd

ers includ
ing

 that of Lino C
auchi.

In
q

u
iry 4

 – 7
A

u
g

u
st 2

0
0

1
A

G
 refers Lino C

auchi inq
uiry to

M
ag

istrate S
ilvio M

eli for further inves-
tig

ation.

S
p

e
c

u
la

to
rs – 6

S
e

p
te

m
b

e
r 2

0
0

1
M

ag
istrate S

ilvio M
eli hears new

 evi-
d

ence from
 land

 sp
eculators involved

in land
 d

eals in the eig
hties. N

ew
 lig

ht
is shed

 on Lino C
auchi m

urd
er.

In
q

u
iry 5

 – 7
 S

e
p

-
te

m
b

e
r 2

0
0

1
M

ag
istrate M

eli returns inq
uiry b

ack
to A

G
 w

ith som
e stern com

m
ents

ab
out the w

ay the inq
uiry and

 investi-
g

ation into Lino C
auchi’s m

urd
er w

as
cond

ucted
.

In
q

u
iry 6

 – 2
6

O
c

to
b

e
r 2

0
0

1
A

G
 returns inq

uiry to M
ag

istrate
M

eli and
 m

ore ind
ivid

uals includ
ing

P
iju C

am
illeri are interrog

ated
.

P
iju

 e
vid

e
n

c
e

 – 1
4

N
o

ve
m

b
e

r 2
0

0
1

P
iju C

am
illeri is sum

m
oned

 in front
of M

ag
istrate M

eli to g
ive evid

ence in
relation to Lino C

auchi’s m
urd

er.
C

am
illeri d

enies C
auchi w

as his
accountant. Joe B

org
 is also sum

-
m

oned
 to g

ive evid
ence and

 reveals
cop

ies of accounts show
ing

 d
eclared

and
 und

eclared
 m

oney ob
tained

 from
the sale of land

 in the eig
hties. H

e
also sp

eaks ab
out a storm

y m
eeting

in w
hich P

iju C
am

illeri scold
ed

 Lino
C

auchi for p
resenting

 a set of
accounts, w

hich C
am

illeri d
id

 not
w

ant B
org

 to see.
P

iju C
am

illeri’s law
yer and

 form
er

M
id

 M
ed

 B
ank chairm

an Josep
h

B
uttig

ieg
 is also sum

m
oned

 to g
ive

evid
ence.

In
q

u
iry 7

 – 1
5

N
o

ve
m

b
e

r 2
0

0
1

M
ag

istrate M
eli returns inq

uiry to
A

G
 for the last tim

e. The b
all now

rests in the A
ttorney G

eneral’s court.

P
iju

 – 1
7

 F
e

b
ru

a
ry

2
0

0
2

M
altaTod

ay reveals that p
olice

investig
ators q

uestioned
 P

iju C
am

illeri
in relation to Lino C

auchi m
urd

er.

P
rie

st – F
e

b
ru

a
ry

2
0

0
2

Form
er S

anta Venera p
arish p

riest
D

un Joe Falzon is interrog
ated

 b
y

p
olice over alleg

ed
 statem

ents he
m

ad
e in 1982. D

un Falzon d
enies he

had
 stop

p
ed

 visiting
 A

nna C
auchi in

1982 b
ecause he w

as threatened
, a

statem
ent that b

affles the C
auchi rela-

tives.

A
n

n
a

 – M
a

rc
h

2
0

0
2

P
olice q

uestion A
nna C

auchi as
p

art of the ong
oing

 investig
ation. A

neig
hb

our w
ho in 1982 had

 testified
that she saw

 Lino C
auchi p

ark his car
outsid

e the house w
here it w

as found
and

 w
ho later chang

ed
 her story is

also interrog
ated

.

J
o

e
 P

a
c

e
 - 2

8
A

p
ril 2

0
0

2
M

altaTod
ay reveals shocking

 court
evid

ence p
resented

 b
y Joe P

ace in a
court case instituted

 ag
ainst him

 b
y

Joe B
org

. P
ace says that d

uring
 a

storm
y m

eeting
 in 1981 he heard

 P
iju

C
am

illeri say, "Just w
ait until they g

et
him

", ab
out Lino C

auchi. P
ace ad

m
its

that he w
as threatened

 and
 p

ressured
b

y P
iju C

am
illeri and

 the late Lorry
S

ant to carry out their d
irty b

usiness.

A
FTE

R
 

Y
E

A
R

S
 

of 
silence, 

in 
op

en
court, Joe P

ace of M
ag

ic K
iosk fam

e
has finally told

 his version of facts on
the scand

alous land
 d

eals in the eig
ht-

ies, extortion, threats and
 b

lackm
ail. 

M
r 

P
ace 

recounted
 

how
 

he 
g

ot
caug

ht up
 in a sp

iral of d
eceit and

 cor-
rup

tion m
asterm

ind
ed

 b
y the late Lorry

S
ant and

 his henchm
en, p

articularly
P

iju C
am

illeri. M
r P

ace said
 that he

w
as constantly threatened

 to collab
o-

rate 
w

ith 
these 

p
eop

le 
or 

else 
he

w
ould

 b
e ruined

. In 1995 and
 1996 M

r
P

ace w
as also the victim

 of tw
o b

om
b

exp
losions at his hom

e and
 the M

ag
ic

K
iosk resp

ectively.
B

ut 
w

riting
 

last 
S

und
ay 

in 
another

new
sp

ap
er D

ap
hne C

aruana G
alizia

shed
 d

oub
t on M

r P
ace’s court testi-

m
ony asking

 w
hether the M

ag
ic K

iosk
ow

ner is som
e kind

 of new
 m

oral hero.
S

he ad
d

ed
 that M

r P
ace w

ould
 not b

e
w

here he is tod
ay had

 he not co-op
er-

ated
 in the corrup

t land
 d

ealing
s that

b
eg

un und
er Lorry S

ant’s tenure as
M

inister of P
ub

lic W
orks.

M
eanw

hile, reacting
 to these com

-
m

ents 
Joe 

P
ace 

told
 
M

a
lta

To
d

a
y

that his unfortunate relationship
 w

ith
Lorry S

ant started
 in the 1970s w

hen
g

overnm
ent issued

 a p
ub

lic call for
tend

er for the M
ag

ic K
iosk in S

liem
a,

form
erly know

n as B
onello’s kiosk.

"A
t 

the 
tim

e 
the 

kiosk 
w

as 
on

encroachm
ent 

term
s 

at 
the 

m
eag

re
rent 

of 
Lm

30 
a 

year. 
G

overnm
ent

d
ecid

ed
 that B

onello’s kiosk should
 b

e
g

iven out on tend
er. I sub

m
itted

 an
offer of Lm

1,500 w
hile the B

onello fam
-

ily sub
m

itted
 their offer at Lm

50 p
er

year. G
overnm

ent accep
ted

 m
y offer

and
 the p

rem
ises w

as g
iven to m

e on
cond

ition that I w
ere to em

p
loy 22 full

tim
e em

p
loyees and

 four p
art tim

ers."
M

r P
ace exp

lained
 that after carrying

out the necessary w
orks Lorry S

ant
started

 p
utting

 sp
okes in his w

heel.
Lorry S

ant retracted
 from

 his tactics
after M

r P
ace ad

vised
 him

 that he w
as

g
oing

 
to 

seek 
help

 
from

 
a 

hig
her

authority. "To calm
 d

ow
n the situation I

voluntarily 
and

 
out 

of 
courtesy 

p
re-

sented
 Lorry S

ant w
ith a silver teap

ot
set. That w

as m
y und

oing
," M

r P
ace

ad
m

itted
.

Lorry 
S

ant 
asked

 
M

r 
P

ace 
for

Lm
25,000 or else he w

ould
 kick him

 off
the 

land
 

and
 

having
 

alread
y 

sp
ent

Lm
180,000 and

 em
p

loyed
 a num

b
er of

p
eop

le M
r P

ace had
 no alternative b

ut
to 

com
p

ly. 
A

nd
 

hence 
started

 
the

d
ow

nw
ard

 sp
iral into a w

eb
 of d

eceit
and

 corrup
tion.

"It is not fair for D
ap

hne to d
eclare

that I had
 co-op

erated
 w

ith these acts
of corrup

tion w
hen w

hat I d
id

, I w
as

forced
 to d

o ag
ainst m

y free w
ill," M

r
P

ace reiterated
. 

T
h

e
M

a
g

ic
K

io
sk

te
n

d
e

r
th

a
t

sta
rte

d
it a

ll


